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Sir: 



INFORMATION DISCLOSURE STATEMENT 



Attention is invited to the attached copy of a European Search Report mailed 
February 25, 2002 with respect to a counterpart application and a copy of each document 
cited in it together with a completed Form PTO-1449. 

Official citation and consideration of all the attached documents is requested. 
Please return to the undersigned a copy of the attached PTO-1449 with the examiner's 
initials in the left column [MPEP §609] with the next communication. 

Statement under Rule 1.704(d): 

The above communication was received on March 3, 2002 by Suzuye & Suzuye, 
Japanese patent attorneys in Tokyo, Japan, of which the person in charge of this case is 
believed to be an individual designated in R), and thus was not received by him or her 
more than thirty days prior to the filing date of this Information Disclosure Statement. 

I hereby certify that each item of information contained herein was first cited in 
any communication from a foreign patent office in a counterpart foreign application not 
more than 3 months from the filing date of this statement [see 37 C.F.R. § 1.97(e) (1)]. 
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Respectfully submitted, 
NIXON & VANDERHYE P.C 
By: 



ARC.pfc 

1 100 North Glebe Road, 8th Floor 
Arlington, VA 22201-4714 
Telephone: (703) 816-4000 
Facsimile: (703)816-4100 
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